
a special report

Appellate Hot List 
The appellate luminaries featured in our 2019 special report won key matters before the U.S. Supreme 
Court and federal courts of appeal, staying true to their practice philosophies along the way. Here, they 
recount how they tackled appeals involving everything from racial gerrymandering to RICO. For more on 
their stories, read on. —Lisa Helem 
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■■ Tell us about your top U.S. 

Supreme Court or federal ap-

peals court victory over the 

past year and how you and 

your team achieved the win. Lisa 
Blatt secured victory for her client in 
one of the most important federal pre-
emption cases of the past year, Dolin 
v. GlaxoSmithKline LLC, where the 
Seventh Circuit reversed a $3 million 
jury verdict in favor of the widow of 
a Reed Smith partner who killed him-
self while taking a generic version of 
GSK’s antid-epressant Paxil. 

In May 2019, the [U.S.] Supreme 
Court declined to review the decision, 
and upon remand, Lisa and her team 
defeated the plaintiff’s bid to reopen 
the judgment based on the Supreme 
Court’s intervening decision in Merck 
v. Albrecht.

*2017-2018 representation oc-
curred prior to Lisa Blatt’s return to 
Williams & Connolly.

■■ H o w  d i d  y o u r 

firm approach ap-

p e l l a t e  s u cc  e s s 

over the past year? 

Our women-led appel-
late practice approach-
es appellate work just 
like Williams & Con-
nolly approaches liti-
gation in general: be 
aggressive and creative, 
protec t  and  de fend 
your client, and out-
think and outwork the 
other side.

■■ What is the most 

satisfying element 

of appellate prac-

tice in your opinion? Winning.
■■ What’s the most valuable 

lesson you learned as a young 

lawyer? Don’t let other people’s 
perception of you define you. Be 
fearless. Trust your instincts but 

recognize and learn from any mistakes 
along the way.

Submitted by Lisa Blatt, a partner at Wil-
liams & Connolly and chair of the firm’s Su-
preme Court and appellate practice.
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Lisa Blatt discusses the firm’s top U.S. Supreme Court win.


